
CORRESPONDENCE FROM COSLA 

 I am writing with regard to your consideration of youth homelessness ‘Having and 
Keeping a Home: steps to preventing homelessness among young people’.  

You might be interested to know that the Homeless Prevention Strategy Group 
considers youth homelessness firmly as part of its remit and has been looking at the 
issues raised by your Committee.  

In fact, the next meeting of the group will have a special focus on youth 
homelessness and will hear evidence from the third sector. We will be particularly 
interested in how persons can be reached, who have little or no knowledge of how to 
access services and support.  

The Homeless Prevention Strategy Group is a high level steering group and brings 
together senior representatives from COSLA (myself and the Chair, Councillor 
Jimmy Black), the Scottish Government (The Minister Margaret Burgess), the 
Association of Local Authority Chief Housing Officers (ALACHO), the Society for 
Local Authority Chief Executives (SOLACE), the Scottish Federation of Housing 
Associations (SFHA), as well as, since recently, Shelter and Homeless Action 
Scotland (HAS).  

We look forward to hearing the outcome of your evidence and will most certainly 
consider this at a future meeting. 

 

 
Cllr Harry McGuigan  
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